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MINUTES OF MEETING of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on 7 January 2013 at Marden Scout HQ commencing at 8 pm

42.
Present:  Cllr Richard Adam (in the Chair), Cllr Anne Boswell, Cllr Lesley Mannington (Minute Secretary), Cllr Dorothy Reed, Cllr Bev Reid, Cllr Jean Robertson, Cllr Kate Tippen, Borough Councillor Rodd Nelson-Gracie, Borough Councillor Steve McLoughlin, Peter Court (Redrow Homes), Elliott Newlyn (Rydon Homes), Catherine Alderson, Carol Logg, Steve McArragher, Pam Bowles, Kate Kershaw, Jane Carter, David Ranwell, Philip Taylor, Graham Minter, Sascha Newton, Liz Stanley, Christine Gibbs.

43.
Apologies: Apologies were received from The Parish Clerk, Cllr Andy Turner and Cllr Maria Brown.

Chair:  In the absence of Cllr Turner, Cllr Adam took the Chair for the meeting.

44.
Minutes:  The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 12 November 2012 were confirmed and signed by Cllr Adam.

45.
Open Issues:  

· Progress for Stands.  The meeting received up-dates of the various stands planned for the Open Day on 1 & 2 March 2013 at the Vestry Hall.  It was agreed to hold the event at 5.30-8 pm on Friday 1 March, and 9.30-12 midday on Saturday 2 March.
· Advertising & Promotion.  The Parish Clerk would be asked about the role of social media (Facebook and Twitter) to publicise the Open Day.  Cllr Boswell was drafting an advertisement for inclusion in newsletters and on various websites connected with the village.  Bev Reid undertook to sound out BBC Radio Kent.  Liz Stanley put forward the suggestion of using a ‘sandwich board’ to promote the event.  It was also felt that an exit feedback facility on the event could produce useful information as villagers were leaving the Open Day.

46.
Project Time Frame:  Peter Court reported on the current situation with Maidstone Borough Council regarding the Core Strategy.  Apparently this had now been abandoned and MBC would now be focussing on producing a Local Plan.  MBC would be re-considering potential development sites and the process would now be timed to evolve in about 18 months time.  It was thought that the results contained within a Local Plan would be relevant until about 2031.  Following discussion relating to various aspects, including recent Ministerial statements, the meeting unanimously agreed to continue with a Neighbourhood Plan for Marden.
47.
Project Overview:  The meeting considered progress to date and plans for the next stages in producing Marden’s Neighbourhood Plan.

48.
Additional Funding:  The meeting noted statements regarding funding for undertaking the production of a Neighbourhood Plan.  It was agreed that Parish Councillors who would be attending a meeting with Rob Jarman and Michael Murphy of MBC on the afternoon of 21 January 2013 would try and elicit further information, including if the proposed Marden NP was the sole application.

49.
NP Workshop:  Sascha Newton reported on the NP Workshop held on 10 December 2012 which several Steering Group members had attended.  It was felt that the ‘Vision Statement’ which the Marden representatives had drafted at that meeting was particularly relevant and could be taken on board within the current NP project.
50.
Petition:  The anonymous petition was which currently circulating within Marden village regarding future development was touched on.  It was felt that signatories to the petition could be encouraged to participate in the NP project.

51.
Any Other Business:  It was agreed that the draft status of the Steering Group’s Minutes for October and November could be removed for inclusion on the Group’s website.

52.
Date and Venue of Next Meeting:  It was agreed to hold the next meeting on Monday 4 Febuary at 8 pm at the Scout HQ.

Cllr Adam closed the meeting at 21.45 hrs.


