MARDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP MEETING WITH SURROUNDIING PARISHES

Notes of the meeting held on 4th June 2014 commencing at 8pm in the Old School Room, Marden Memorial Hall, Goudhurst Road, Marden.

PRESENT:
Marden Neighbourhood Plan Group:	Andy Turner (in the Chair)
					Maria Brown
					Alison Hooker
					Lesley Mannington
					Catherine Alderson
					Christine Gibbs
					Philip Taylor
					Kim Gibbs
					Kate Kershaw
Staplehurst Rural Settlement Group:	David Staunton-Lambert
					John Kelly
Staplehurst Parish Council:		Neal Kemp
Linton Parish Council:			Richard Butters
					Clive Baxter (arrived late)
Horsmonden Parish Council:		Colin Russell
Paddock Wood Town Council:		David Henshaw
Goudhurst Parish Council:		Anthony Harris
Collier Street Parish Council:		David Goff
Hunton Parish Plan Committee:		Sue Wyles
Hunton Parish Council:			Steve Wyles

APOLOGIES:
Apologies were received from Coxheath Parish Council, Yalding Parish Council and Nettlestead Parish Council.

Andy Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting and round table introductions were made.  He then gave a background of Marden Neighbourhood Plan Group and the difficulties encountered with the delay of Maidstone Borough Council’s Local Plan.  AT also described what planning applications had already been received in Marden and the cumulative impact this will have on the parish.  Members of both the MNPSG and Parish Council had liaised with agencies but no satisfactory response has yet been received.

Marden began the neighbourhood plan process in May 2012, using knowledge and expertise of local residents and councillors.  However would look at the possibility of employing a consultant at the final stages.  A first draft had been produced and this would be available to view at their Open Day on 21st June and everyone was welcome to attend.

Marden Parish Council and the NP Group has liaised with statutory consultees.  Planning agents are part of the Steering Group who had offered their views on development and what could be offered to the parish (the S106/Developer Contributions document was shown to the meeting).    In 2001 the Village Design Statement was adopted by MBC and the NP has used this as a starting point, in conjunction with the 2007 Community Plan.





Comments from the floor were then welcomed.

Staplehurst RSG:  Currently at Regulation 14 stage and the consultation on their NP was out for comment from residents and neighbouring parishes.  They had worked on a Parish Plan in 2010 but had agreed to abandon this format and begin a neighbourhood plan by engaging planning consultants.  SRSG has decided to continue with their plan and not to wait until the MBC Local Plan is adopted.    Staplehurst Parish Council gave a background of the land allocation within their parish and numbers could equate to approximately 1800.

Hunton:  Hunton Parish Plan is adopted and in the early stages of a NP – currently using the expertise of residents but looking to employ a consultant.   Have been experiencing problems, like many parishes, with Southern Water and pumping stations especially over Christmas and New Year.  Eventually the Environment Agency had to be phoned who are now monitoring the situation.   Only 2 sites had been put forward for development however the map produced by MBC is not accurate and encouraged all parishes to check their maps.  One of the sites is owned by someone who does not live in the parish but wants to develop the land.    This landowner has independently contacted Action with Communities in Rural Kent to undertake an affordable housing survey without consultation with the parish council.  

Collier Street:  Not undertaking a NP but aware of the effect development will have on the village with buildings in Paddock Wood, Yalding and Marden.  Currently has the 7.5tonne restriction.    Parish Council has received, and refused, two planning applications for gypsy sites but these have been approved by Maidstone Borough Council.  A housing association has visited the parish to ascertain whether there is any possibility of building 25 local needs housing.  Flooding issue is a major concern with Green Lane being completely impassable earlier this year.

Linton: currently there are no large planning applications for Linton but a few small developments are taking place.  Development in Marden and Staplehurst will have a major impact on the A229 with a high volume of traffic.  Also fighting MBC’s proposal of a park and ride at Linton Crossroads.  It is a big ask of volunteers/Parish Councillors to deal with development and would like to see more services in the Rural Service Centres to reduce traffic volume through Linton.  Suggested providing access/car parking to the north of the railway in Marden as the high street is already congested.  LPC has received a large number of applications for gypsy sites along Stilebridge Lane.   

Paddock Wood:  proposal of 1000 dwellings to the South/South East and East of the town.  In the initial stages of a NP.  Tunbridge Wells has fully adopted their local plan and are in the third year of the document.  However a recent inspector’s decision has ruled that Tunbridge Wells have no 5 year housing supply.

Goudhurst:   Primary school is full but have no intention of undertaking a NP at the current time.  No developments are planned in the parish but now have traffic problems with the introduction of the 7.5 tonne weight restriction through Yalding.  Marden Station, and car park, are very important to the residents of Goudhurst and would like to see the parking facilities increased.    Has MPC considered running the car park or having community buses between the villages – such as a linked bus calling at Goudhurst, Marden, Staplehurst and Cranbrook avoiding traffic etc pressures in Maidstone.

Horsmonden PC:  Gave the meeting details of the expansion of August Pitts and the issues regarding transport links to this.


Other discussions:
Employment:  very important to the parishes. Goudhurst were going to lose businesses because of the slow broadband however new high-speed broadband is being installed and businesses are looking to stay.  Marden may lose 2 large employers (ADL and Scarabs) as they have outgrown their properties plus they currently rent the buildings which may be a contributory factor.  Employment is a key policy of NPs and engaging with businesses in the process is essential.  

Maidstone Borough Council:  seem to be treating the 5 Rural Service Centres (RSCs) in isolation.  MPC & NP Group held a meeting during 2012/13 regarding what can MBC do to make businesses easier to set up. One response was more flexibility on planning applications, change of use, hours of working etc.  Marden need evidence as to what business usage is in Pattenden Lane and what is needed.   Marden was once an agricultural village but now the farms are diversifying into small office units.

RSCs offer services to rural areas and residents would much prefer to shop locally rather than travelling to Maidstone.  Retail and leisure aspects should be considered in these areas so that residents have no need to travel and that the facilities are in their vicinity.

Staplehurst RSG explained that in their NP document they have a proposal for a multi-decked car park at the railway station incorporating dual use with retail units nearby.  Also looking to upgrade the leisure facilities at Jubilee Field, Headcorn Road (currently football pitches).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kate Kershaw of MNPSG said that there had been no mention of landscape or the rural outlying areas (natural environment).   MBC has undertaken landscape character assessments and Linton had a management plan but funding was not available.  Staplehurst had a general landscape design within their Plan but no specific policies. 

AT thanked everyone for attending the meeting and appreciated the time and effect that volunteers are giving to their community.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.



NOTES MADE ON FLIP CHART ON THE EVENING OF THE MEETING (4TH JUNE 2014)

Southern Water / Foul Water Disposal
Problems in Marden and Hunton (contact EA if problems not acknowledged)

Call for Sites – MBC not accurate

HUNTON
Private housing needs survey by developer
Intending to employ consultants
Transport issues – narrow roads/surfaces
School – over subscribed also Yalding
Traveller sites
Question over targets?

COLLIER STREET
No planned development
Rat Run
Transport issues
Lorry Ban
Gypsy sites
Flooding issues
25 houses on old scrapyard – social housing potential site
Travel to school – not local
Severe flooding
Parking – in Pattenden Lane
Use Marden surgery – may be expanded / do not want to relocate

LINTON
No scheduled development
Main A229
No facilities in the village so residents have to travel
A ‘big ask’ for volunteers
Gypsy Sites
Station car park on north side of railway – reduce congestion
Want Marden etc to increase facilities
Park and Ride site
Congestion at Linton Crossroads

STAPLEHURST
Commuters travelling from as far as Rye
Out for Regulation 14 consultation
Amount of rail use limited by car parking – wherever parking is available.  Decked parking in NP
Marden – has to go through congested Pattenden Lane area



PADDOCK WOOD
Development south of railway
1000 houses
S, SE 3 sites
Initial meeting – 600 to be developed
Access, drainage, flooding
Parking restrictions
Buses – rush hour, increase in parking, walking and cycleways – maybe S106 monies
Commuters from Hastings
Tunbridge Wells has core strategy – 2010

GOUDHURST
School is full (new)
AONB 
No planned development
Lorry ban – impacting – lost and stuck
Station car park – use Marden and Paddock Wood
Please increase size – keen on developing car park to the north of the railway – could be very lucrative
Loss of bus services – short sighted
Growth in community buses?
Unreliability and timing
Park and Ride needed for Tunbridge Wells
A linked route to avoid Maidstone – Marden – Staplehurst – Goudhurst – Cranbrook
Bus – demand and supply
Overcome by introduction of broadband therefore on equal footing in terms of business location

HORSMONDEN
August Pitts – concentrated expansion of packhouses, new entrances
Large lorries 
Increase in local farm produce
Foreign fruit will be imported A21/M20 routes

OTHER
Emphasis on business in plan
Need to resist “dormitory”
Rural Service Centres overlooked by MBC?
Retail / Leisure, sports etc – must travel for both therefore more needed 
Marden Cricket and Hockey Club can serve a very wide area
Should we be seeking more leisure facilities?
Dual use of car park at market
Retail units near the station in Staplehurst
Allotments – Marden residents on waiting list for Linton allotments
Landscape – character assessments by MBC
Policy on village edges (soft edges) / local landscape

