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MINUTES OF MEETING of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on 11th March 2013 at Marden Scout HQ commencing at 8 pm

62.
Present:  Cllr Andy Turner (in the Chair), Cllr Richard Adam, Cllr Anne Boswell, Cllr Maria Brown, Cllr Lesley Mannington (Minute Secretary), Cllr Dorothy Reed, Cllr Kate Tippen, Catherine Alderson, Carol Hogg,  Kate Kershaw, Sascha Newton, Bridget Harvey, Borough Councillor Rodd Nelson-Gracie, Bev Reid, Borough Councillor Annabelle Blackmore, Graham Minter and Steve McArragher.
63.  Apologies:  Apologies were received from Alison Hooker, Kim Gibbs, Christine Gibbs, Liz Stanley, Philip Taylor and Peter Court.
64.  Declarations of Interests:  Kate Kershaw declared an interest in sites of interest at Chapel Field and Copper Lane Pasture and Bev Reid declared an interest in site of interest at Church Farm.

65.  Minutes:  The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 4th February 2013 to be deferred until the next meeting on 25th March.

66.  Open Day

(a)
Debriefing – A general discussion took place on how the MNP Open Days went in the Vestry Hall.  Overall during the two days there were 269 people through the door.  Approximately 70 on the Friday evening and the remainder on the Saturday morning.  The public’s reaction to the information was very good and useful interaction with members of the MNP and the public resulted in a lot of information, views and opinions being gathered.
(b)
Comments/Suggestions – The Chairman proposed that the MNP forge ahead with preparing the plan regardless of the current position of MBC.  It was agreed that the plan carries on at its current pace in its preparations.

It was unanimously agreed that another Open Day be considered to build on the success of the first one and to maintain momentum for the MNP within the public arena.  In general, members of the public agreed with the production of a Neighbourhood Plan and that many people took interest in the actual driving force behind the making of an NP.

Many people were impressed with the level and quality of information on display and from the professionalism of the members taking part.  This was felt to give some “legitimacy” to the whole process.
The idea of using maps with members of the public identifying areas of interest, yes-no opinions etc was found to work really well.  It enabled people to think and formulate opinions instead of a knee jerk reaction of “yes” or “no” without first considering their response.
The set up and the presentation of the stands worked well and were considered very professional in their appearance and delivery.  A discussion was had regarding the thought of carrying out another open day in the future.  All were in agreement that this should happen fairly soon.  It was suggested that the next open day be in the form of a “workshop” style event.  Doing this meant that we kept the event fresh and interesting to the public and not to put up the same things time and again.  To help keep the momentum going, this event will start to concentrate and build on more specific themes within the different topics.  These will come more apparent once the first round of information and data has been formulated and collated.

(c)
Preliminary Findings – The information gathered so far has been uploaded onto the MNP email account so that all members can access it.  As the information is uploaded it was suggested that Philip Taylor will start to collate the information into a more usable format – for example excel spreadsheets, charts, tables etc for NP members.  This will begin to develop the necessary evidence base.

67.
Next Steps

(a)
Collation of Information – Agreed as above.  Each topic team to start to think about how to process and format the information already gathered so that it can be used in the next open day/event.  MNP members agreed to go away to think of ways to feedback and display this information and also what format the next event should take.

Question over whether we can get a link to MBC’s website that will show the strategic site allocation – call for sites map that has been put through.  The Chairman to find out more information.

A date and a venue were agreed on which the next event is to take place.  Primarily the 15th June with 22nd being an alternative date and Marden Memorial Hall to be the venue.  The Parish Council Clerk to find out the availability of the hall on these dates and get back to the NP group.

(b)
MPC Annual Parish Meeting – The Annual Parish Meeting is to be held on the 14th May.  It was discussed and agreed that the MNP group have a display stand at this meeting promoting the cause.  In addition, the MNP group is to be invited to give a short report at the meeting to give an update as to its current position and upcoming dates of interest.  The Chairman to compile.

(c)
Time Frames – Cllr Tippen suggested that the group start to really consider the next steps and move forward in the creation of a programme of work.  This should include definitive milestones and goals that the NP Group needs to work  towards in the next 6-18 months.

Sascha Newton went on to suggest that the group start to think of a “Vision” and “Aims” for the NP as this will help guide the process and to assist in identifying what the community want to get out of the NP process.

68.
Other Business

Cllr Adam brought to the attention of the NP group that the first NP that has been to referendum has resulted in a Yes vote.  It was suggested that the NP group look at Eden Valley Neighbourhood Plan website for further information – http://www.eden.gov.uk/planning-and-development/eden-local-development-framework/neighbourhood-planning/
69.  Date & Venue of Next Meeting:  The next meeting would be held on 25th March 2013 at 8 pm in the Scout HQ.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm

AGREED TASKS FOR NEXT MEETING ON 25TH MARCH

· Upload the information from Open Day to Philip Taylor

· To think about the format for the next open day/event

· Think about milestones, timeframes, dates and a programme of work on how we want to proceed.

· Await MBC cabinet meeting outcome

· If anyone is interested to look at Eden Valley NP

· To check dates and book a venue for the event

TASKS FOR THE 14TH MAY

· Display stands (information, style etc)

· Communication of information to public

· Annual MNP report at MPC’s APM on the 14th May

NEXT EVENT JUNE 15TH OR 22ND (SAT) MARDEN MEMORIAL HALL


