4.

MINUTES OF MEETING of the Neighbourhood Plan Group held on 30th July 2012 at the John Banks Hall, Goudhurst Road, Marden commencing at 8pm
9.
Present:
Cllr Andy Turner (in the chair); Cllr Dorothy Reed; Cllr Jean Robertson; Cllr Anne Boswell; Cllr Maria Brown; Cllr Lesley Mannington; Alison Hooker (Parish Clerk); Edith Davis, Catherine Alderson, Steve McArragher, Carol Hogg, Liz Stanley, Pam Bowles, Graeme Humphrey, Judith Ashton, Sasha Newton, Philip Taylor, Paddy Germain, Christine Gibbs, Penny Day, Elliott Newlyn, Simon Banfield, Joy Lodge, Stephen Witts, Kate Kershaw, Brian Chantler, Bridget Harvey and Peter Lodge.


10.
Apologies:  The Clerk had received apologies from Cllr Richard Adam, Cllr Kate Tippen, Colin and Tracey Fry and Graham Streeter.
Cllr Turner welcomed all to the meeting and Cllr Brown gave a brief resume of a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) for all those who had not attended the previous meetings.
11.
Questions raised from the floor:

Is everyone looking to do a NP? – As part of the new Localism Act it gives 
parishes/neighbourhoods the opportunity to have a voice in the 
planning 
system however it is not mandatory.

Will MBC take notice? – The NP, once gone through all the necessary stages will be 
adopted by MBC as part of their Core Strategy and therefore MBC will need to 
refer to it.

How much will a NP cost? (£30k was mentioned) – Unfortunately the true cost of 
producing a NP is not known however if as much resources can be used from 
the parish external costs may not be as high as other parishes.

Confusion over the core strategy consultation:


Regulation 18 (public consultation) is from 17th August for six weeks


Regulation 19 (publication) is proposed to commence in December 2012.

Cabinet report available on MBC website following a meeting on 25th July.

The Steering Group needs to be formalised to start the investigation process, gather evidence and to involve residents via questionnaires, open days, drop in sessions to name a few.

The Group needs to identify what a NP can be used for and what it cannot.

It was proposed that as the Group was effectively under the leadership of the Parish Council then the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations will be adhered to.
Structure of the Group: (it was suggested to look at the way the Community Plan was put together – Alison to retrieve the files)

It was proposed that there would be two people responsible for the following (excluding Treasurer)
Chairman/Leader:
Andy Turner & Stephen Witt

Minute Secretary:
Alison Hooker & Lesley Mannington

Correspondence Secretary:  Sasha Newton & Anne Boswell

Treasurer:  Would be held by Parish Council – Alison Hooker as MPC Responsible Financial Officer & Liz Stanley to assist with other finance.
Funding:  Kate Tippen & Marden Business Forum to be approached
Communication:  Philip Taylor & Bridget Harvey

12.
Suggested topics were also discussed as follows with lead representatives and buddies appointed:

Housing:
Sasha Newton & Maria Brown

Education:
Ian Turner (TBC) & Julie Scott & Bridget Harvey

Conservation:
Pam Bowles & Steve McArragher

Transport:
Richard Adam (TBC) & Marden Business Forum rep

Retail/Business:  Liz Stanley & Lesley Mannington
Amenities/Recreation/Open Space/Health:  Anne Boswell & Jean Robertson

Communities/Groups:
Volunteers needed

Why Marden was made a rural service centre was questioned and Lesley Mannington was attending a meeting at MBC tomorrow on behalf of the Parish Council and hopefully more answers would be available at the next meeting.

It was suggested that all attendees view the Parish Council’s “S106” document available on the website to give a starting point of some of the things the parish would prefer to be included in the plan.

Possible stakeholders:  Marden Business Forum, Groups, Golding Homes, Kent Fire Brigade, Kent Police, Church & Chapel, Primary School, developers, representatives from outlying areas (ie Chainhurst, Wanshurst Green, Marden Thorn, Marden Beech etc).

Anyone wishing to contact MBC should approach the Parish Council in the first instance to ascertain who the correct person is to be approached.

13.
Next meeting 13th August 2012 commencing at 8pm – venue – John Banks Hall.

Meeting to discuss the topics in more detail therefore anyone who has interest or knowledge in any of them is welcome to attend.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm.

