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RISK ASSESSMENT FOR VOLUNTEER LITTER CLEARANCE
	HAZARD

A source of potential danger
	PRECAUTIONS

To remove hazard, reduce risk
	MEASURES TO REDUCE EFFECT IN THE EVENT OF AN ACCIDENT
	MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY

	ANIMALS

Domestic & Farm
	Wear appropriate clothing

Beware of loose dogs

Avoid contact with animals
	Seek medical attention as soon as possible after being bitten or scratched


	Do not touch animals

	LIFTING HEAVY OBJECTS
	Do not move or lift heavy objects.   Report to Parish Council if any found.

Do not overfill bags.


	If item is lifted stop immediately if suffering any pain or discomfort.

Seek medical attention if ill effects persist.


	If you find large/heavy objects make a note and ask the Parish Council to arrange removal after the event



	CHEMICALS
	Do not approach or remove containers which could contain/have contained chemicals.


	Seek medical attention if exposed to pesticides, insecticides or other chemicals – record any label details
	Contact the Environment Agency 0800 807060 and inform Parish Clerk with details and location



	ELECTRIC FENCES
	Always assume electric fences are live.

Avoid contact


	
	Instruct volunteers not to touch fences

	GROUND CONDITIONS
	Wear strong boots with ankle support.

Avoid dangerous areas and choose the safest possible route over difficult ground


	Seek medical attention for any serious cuts, bruises or strains
	Instruct volunteers to wear suitable footwear

	HEDGES, FENCES WALLS, DITCHES
	Take care climbing stiles particularly in wet weather.

Avoid climbing walls, ditches and fences


	
	Stay within the registered location

	WATER, BOGS, MARSHES
	Avoid banks, especially if they appear unstable.

Always work in pairs if close to water


	Shower and change into warm dry clothing if immersed.


	Adults should be cautious.

	VEHICLES, BIKES, PLANT & MACHINERY
	Avoid close proximity if possible.  Stay off the highway.

Be alert to the potential presence of agricultural machinery

Be alert to speeding traffic on country lanes

Hi-Viz MUST be worn at all times

	Seek medical attention in the event of injury
	Be aware of the vehicles around you during the litter pick.  Keep a look out.  Step into verge when vehicles approach.

Signage erected if needed.



	PEOPLE, LONE WORKING
	Beware of aggressive and difficult people.

Withdraw rather than face conflict.

Do not work out of sight of others in the group.

Volunteers not permitted to work alone – work in groups


	Organiser to have mobile

Medical/Police attention following any assault / injury


	Keep together and stay off private property

	REFUSE, LITTER
	Pick up only general litter

Do not collect medical waste (e.g. syringes)

Any fly tipping (ie large amounts of rubbish, tyres etc) to be reported to the Parish Representative with precise locations.  Any flytipping to remain where found and not to be moved. 
Take care when picking up sharp items such as glass.    

When filling bags, be mindful of any sharp item(s) that might protrude out from the side of the bag.


	Seek medical attention where appropriate

Keep vaccinations up to date
	Volunteers must wear the safety clothing provided

Report any medical waste found to Parish Council

Flytipping reported to Parish Council who will forward on to relevant agency.



	TOOLS, EQUIPMENT
	Team to be shown how to use equipment if appropriate

Allow sufficient working area for the correct and safe use of the tool

Use appropriate protection


	Obtain medical attention in the event of injury
	Volunteers must use the equipment provided and as instructed



	TREES, SHRUBS
	Be alert to the risks and keep a look out for hazards


	Wear safety helmet in hazardous conditions

Obtain medical attention in the event of injury


	Be aware of low hanging branches and exposed tree and shrub roots

	ASBESTOS
	Do not touch
	Obtain medical attention in the event of injury
	Make a note of location and contact the Parish Council



	IRRITANTS, DANGEROUS PLANTS
	Beware of dangerous plants and possible adverse reactions.

Wash thoroughly on completion of such operations


	Seek medical attention for unusual or suspicious symptoms after contact with vegetation.
	Wear gloves provided

	WEATHER
	Adjust work programmes to avoid extremes.

Cease work in inappropriate conditions.

Avoid working in extreme conditions.

Wear appropriate clothing/hat/footwear
Have drinks available


	Seek shelter
	In the event of extreme weather conditions the litter pick should be postponed



	WORKING ON HIGHWAY
	Do not work in highway when vehicles are passing.

Do not leave filled bags on highway – leave on verges to side.


	Step onto verge when vehicles are passing.


	

	HYGIENE
	Wash hands, or use hand sanitiser, when gloves are removed.  

Do not touch your face whilst wearing gloves.


	
	Gloves provided
First Aid equipment available at Memorial Hall.



	SLIPS, TRIPS & FALLS
	Heavy items not to be moved – contact Parish Clerk with details and location to arrange collection by MBC

	
	

	OTHER DANGERS
	Be aware if Giant Hogweed is in any location.  Report immediately to Parish Clerk of locations

Report any skin irritations or blistering


	
	Gloves to be provided.


PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE:  Alison Hooker 


CONTACT TEL NO. 07376 287981
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