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MINUTES OF MEETING of the Neighbourhood Plan Group held on 16th July 2012 at Marden Scout HQ, High Street, Marden commencing at 8pm
1.
Present:
Parish Councillors Adam, Boswell, Brown, Mannington, Reed, Reid, Tippen and Turner.  Also in attendance were the Parish Clerk, Borough Councillors Blackmore and McLoughlin, and 15 members of the public.

2.
Apologies:  The Clerk had received apologies from three members of the public

Cllr Adam opened the meeting and questions were raised by several people who were not at the introductory meeting held on 2nd July.

Cllr Brown gave a brief talk on the Neighbourhood Plan (N.P.) process and the planning system outlining how decisions were made:

UK and European Legislation

National policies and guidance (National Planning Policy Framework NPPF)


Local Plans (currently Maidstone Borough-wide Local Plan 2000)

Maidstone’s Local Plan consists of maps and policies for the planning system and is currently in the process of being replace by the Core Strategy the second draft of which is due for consultation in December 2012 with a view to it being adopted by the end of 2013).

Once the Core Strategy has been adopted further documents will be follow (addressing issues such as land allocations, transport strategy etc).
Any adopted N.P.s would also become part of Maidstone’s Local Development Framework.

A N.P. does not have to be undertaken but, if it is, it cannot contradict the NPPF or the Core Strategy.

Marden has been designated as a Rural Service Centre (RSC) by Maidstone Borough Council, along with the Parishes of Staplehurst, Headcorn, Lenham and Harrietsham, and future housing numbers are yet to be defined.
Village plans are not new to Marden and the following have been undertaken in the past:

Village Plan in 1972 prepared by Kent County Council but did not proceed any further than draft form.
Village Design Statement in 2000

Community Plan in 2008

Comments from the floor included:

· Village consultation should be undertaken in response of the 2nd draft Core Strategy and land allocation documents but not necessary for a N.P.

· Need full community involvement and technical ability and skills.
· Should land allocation be known before putting together a N.P.?
· All issues can be addressed in a N.P.

· No fixed timescale but until undertaken parishes would have no influence in the planning process

· Process of doing a plan is sometimes more important than the outcome

· Timing – envisage a need to have a N.P. before the land allocation document is published

· Who would cover cost of technical expertise?  There could already be a resident within the parish who has this knowledge and grants are available from MBC/KCC as well as MBC Officer support having been promised.
· Speak to other parishes already undertaking the process for advice.

3.
What Area?

A discussion took place as to what area could be covered by a N.P.:

· One particular area of the village

· Industrial area

· Adjoining parishes

· Whole parish

It was agreed that the whole of the parish of Marden be included.

4.
Programme

Various options were discussed, but it was agreed that work should start now in order to be ready when the Core Strategy is finalised and to influence the forthcoming land allocation decisions affecting Marden.

5.
What spatial issues to be covered:

· Housing

· Industrial

· Education

· Transport

· All?

To be agreed at a future meeting with options ranging from a simple update of the Village Design Statement to a comprehensive document identifying future development sites for various uses.
6.
Management
· It would be administratively easier if the Parish Council took overall responsibility with an “Action Group” being established, but membership of this would be open to all and anybody from the group can become Chairman/Secretary etc.
· Need to give everybody an opportunity to have their say, but this does not mean people have to join the Action Group – the whole process is based on community involvement at various stages as the N.P. is developed.
· Encourage people from all areas of the parish to be involved

· Need to put together an evidence file

7.
Next Meeting

Monday 30th July at John Banks Hall, Goudhurst Road at 8pm

Cllr Turner agreed to chair the start of the meeting until the Action Group Chairman is chosen)
8.
Action Points:
· Source a few examples of N.P.s that are already in progress
· Speak to neighbours and explain the process of a N.P., looking for people with expertise, interest and who want to help with the process (but make sure that any new joiners planning to attend the next meeting are fully briefed in advance)
· Obtain a large map of the parish

Meeting closed at 9.45pm

