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MINUTES OF MEETING of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on 25th March 2013 at Marden Scout HQ commencing at 8 pm

70.
Present:  Cllr Andy Turner (in the Chair), Cllr Richard Adam, Cllr Anne Boswell, Cllr Maria Brown, Cllr Kate Tippen, Cllr Jean Robertson, Alison Hooker (Minute Secretary), Catherine Alderson, Carol Hogg,  Kate Kershaw, Sascha Newton, Philip Taylor, Liz Stanley, Pam Bowles, Graham Minter, Steve McArragher and Peter Court.
71.  
Apologies:  Apologies were received from Christine Gibbs, Lesley Mannington, Bridget Harvey and Borough Cllr Rod Nelson-Gracie.
72.  
Declarations of Interests:  There were no declarations of interest.
73.  
Minutes:  The Minutes of the previous meetings held on 4th February and 11 March were agreed and signed as true records.
74.  
Update
MBC Cabinet Meeting was held on 13th March and the Chairman and Peter Court attended following which the Chairman circulated notes made – the minutes were now available to download from MBC’s website.  

The Cabinet agreed the new figure of 14,800 for housing for 2011-2031 however Rob Jarman stated “this will go down” but there was no indication of amended figures for the RSCs.  A new timetable had been published for the Local Plan to be finalised/adopted by July 2015 although Peter Court envisaged that this will more likely be April 2016.

75.  
Open Day

(a)
Date

Date agreed for 22nd June at Marden Memorial Hall from 9.30am to 2.00pm.

(b)
What to Do

Kate Kershaw asked whether we should be looking at hard evidence to show the public – could we show examples of progression in housing/population and decrease in shops/pubs etc.  However it was felt that we should not dwell too much on the history of the village but look to the future.

Maria Brown had put together an example of a format for each topic which included relevant policies from NPPF, MBC, Published documents/policies of MPC and could also include current planning applications, information from the NPSG and suggest MNP policies.  The Neighbourhood Plan is a planning document and needs to be written as such therefore need to show a logical progression through the process for the public.

Richard Adam had put together his understanding of where MBC are with the Local Plan/Core Strategy and this will be circulated to all within the NPSG to help with putting together something for the Open Day.

All topic leaders need to look at issues/concerns raised at the last Open Days and suggest policies to take forward – need to ensure that the community has a say/view on the topics, issues and concerns relevant to the document.  Some topics may not be as far down the process as others but should provide as much information as possible and also gain more information and comments from the public.

Graham Minter felt that the suggested format looked more like a bureaucratic document and asked whether this could be improved.  The Chairman visualised that we need to focus peoples minds on issues raised previously and also need to show how the final document may look.

(c) Advertising

Agreed to advertise as before with posters, website, local paper, parish magazine and include a flyer within the next edition of the Parish Newsletter.  A press release would also be prepared and formal invites sent to relevant parties and agencies.
(d) Housing/Development Topic

Richard Adam suggested that members view the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council website as their site allocation is out for consultation.  Graham Minter suggested a ranking system for sites to take an overall view of the village as a whole.  Members were asked to consider a proactive way of involving the public regarding the sites at the Open Day as it was felt that the “green” and “red” sticker system worked very well at the last event.

(e) Transport Topic

Although it was unclear about the Integrated Transport Strategy it was felt that we knew would could possibly be included and therefore had something to go on to take this topic forward.

(f) Other

Catherine Alderson offered to arrange public walks around the sites, or their boundaries which was agreed.  Catherine had also drafted a proposed layout for the event and Alison Hooker would scan and circulate for comments.

76.
Next Steps

(a)
Time Frame
Anne Boswell and drafted a timeline for the Neighbourhood Plan and this would be viewed by all Members and comments circulated for discussion at the next meeting.

(b)
“The Vision”

Sascha Newton proposed that a vision statement be produced.  At a recent training event Andy Turner, Anne Boswell and Sascha undertook a workshop which included putting together a vision statement for Marden.  This would be circulated and discussed at the next meeting.

(c)
Action for Next Meeting

· Start to prepare format for each topic to include (a) What we learnt last time; (b) what the public told us; (c) policies; and (d) photos.

· Need to also consider employment land and gypsy & traveller sites

· To consider draft timeline

· Think about displays and layout of hall

· Look at TWBC site allocation consultation document

· Compile a list of invitees for the Open Day

77.
Other Business

Alison Hooker had received an email from ACRK regarding possible funding for two communities putting together Neighbourhood Plan to receive free consultation.  It was proposed that as soon as a call for this it is agreed that Alison respond favourably for Marden to be considered.
Liz Stanley had a resident approach her regarding a specific planning issue and wanted to know about setting up a Neighbourhood Forum.  It was understood that as the Neighbourhood Plan area had been agreed by MBC a further plan/forum could not be set up within the parish.  As this was for a specific planning issue it was not for the Neighbourhood Plan to become involved and the resident would be asked to contact MBC direct with their concerns.

69.  Date & Venue of Next Meeting:  The next meeting would be held on 22nd April 2013 at 8 pm in the Scout HQ.  Alison Hooker, Liz Stanley and Jean Robertson gave their apologies.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm

Signed:………………………………………………  Date: …………………………………………..


